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Church tour wins
Queen’s Award

Protecting
vulnerable
adults
During AugustDuring AugustDuring AugustDuring AugustDuring August
every parish willevery parish willevery parish willevery parish willevery parish will
receive a copy ofreceive a copy ofreceive a copy ofreceive a copy ofreceive a copy of
new guidelines fornew guidelines fornew guidelines fornew guidelines fornew guidelines for
the protection ofthe protection ofthe protection ofthe protection ofthe protection of
vulnerable adults.vulnerable adults.vulnerable adults.vulnerable adults.vulnerable adults.

These guidelines, drawn
up in response to the House
of Bishop’s Policy
‘Promoting a Safe Church’,
offer guidance to churches
who work with adults who
may be unable to protect
themselves from harm,
including those with
disabilities, mental health
or physical illnesses,
substance misusers,
homeless people, elderly
and frail people and
immigrants.

Bishop Stephen
commented: “We Christians
who are answering Christ’s
call to ‘follow me’, must
recognize that we have a
particular duty of care to
vulnerable adults. This
policy has been carefully
prepared. It is realistic
about what is possible, yet it
will be a challenge for us
all. We shall be tempted to
think ‘We don’t need this’,
but we do! Our child
protection policy is for
everybody, and no excuses
permitted. Likewise this
policy for protecting
vulnerable adults. It is
God’s work and we dare not
let him down.”

Training eventsTraining eventsTraining eventsTraining eventsTraining events
Training events are
being run across the
Diocese. They are free,
but please book.  The
first two are:
Saturday 19 SeptemberSaturday 19 SeptemberSaturday 19 SeptemberSaturday 19 SeptemberSaturday 19 September
9.30am - 12.30pm
at Seasalter Christian
Centre  and
Friday 13 November,Friday 13 November,Friday 13 November,Friday 13 November,Friday 13 November,
6.30pm - 9.30pm
St Paul’s Church
Maidstone

CCCCContact:ontact:ontact:ontact:ontact:
Sheila Rooke, email:
srooke@diocant.org
or book on-line at
www.canterburydiocese.org/
adultprotection/
training/
adultprotectionconf09.htm

A Church in Canterbury
Diocese which runs guided
tours has been awarded the
prestigious Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service.

The award for St Peter’s
Village Tours in Broadstairs,
was presented by the Lord
Lieutenant of Kent Mr Allan
Willets. Volunteers from the
tour also attended a garden
party at Buckingham Palace to
celebrate their success with
other winners from the UK.

St Peters Village Tour which
recently welcomed its 17,000th

visitor was initiated in 1994 by
Brian Sleightholm with a
handful of volunteers.

Now over 115 people give
their time and effort leading
groups from all over the world
on walks through the historic
village of St Peter’s and its
ancient parish church. Tours
include local history vignettes
by volunteers dressed in period
costume.

The Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service described as:
“The highest honour that can
be bestowed upon groups of
this kind and equivalent in
status to the MBE award”

follows on from two tourism
awards last year

The Revd Philip Hobday, the
Tour’s chaplain commented:
“The Village Tour is a
magnificent example of how,
through the imagination and
commitment of hard-working
volunteers, a community’s
heritage can be brought alive,
and it’s a fitting tribute that
the Tour and its members have
been recognised with the
Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service.  It’s a particular joy
that the Tour enables so many
people to spend some time in
our beautiful church, which
sits in so many ways at the
heart of our community.” 

The tours are free but
booking is essential.  Further
information can be found at:
www.villagetour.co.uk
Photo right - The Lord
Lieutenant meets Mr Stan
Jarman (descendant of one
of the characters
mentioned on the Tour)
who plays Mr Newbold
who owned the Pleasure
Gardens. With him is Mrs
Joyce Roach who plays Mrs
Newbold.

4-6 September  -
Canterbury Cathedral

Next month when Outlook
reflects on The Gathering,
will you be in the picture -
or just realising what you
have missed?
There’s still time to book -
and receive a discount -
Book on-line at
www.canterburydiocese.org/
thegathering - or you can
telephone 01227 459401
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SMARDEN
The family barbecue on
Saturday 29 August will
be held at the Charter
Hall from 4.30pm; adults
£7; 5 to 11 years £4 and
under 5 free.
!   Local businesses,
organisations, societies
and families are invited
to contribute a tree to
the Parish Church
Christmas Tree Festival
to be held in the church
over Friday 11 to Sunday
13 December.   The tree
can be decorated to
reflect their activity,
business or personal
interest or in traditional
Christmas style  Tree
provided at £15, plus
socket for tree lights.
Further information
from Judith Hardy 01233
770557.

STAPLEHURST
A visit to Boulogne is
being arranged for
Saturday 17 October.
Leaving 8am, it will go
via Eurotunnel and give
about four hours free
time in the city plus a
stop at a French
supermarket, arriving
back at about 8.30pm.
Cost is £23 per person
via Alaine Summers on
01580 892073.

WOODNESBOROUGH
Woodnesborough
Church will be Open on
Sundays 16 and 23
August from 2-5 pm. 
The bell tower will be
open, there will be teas,
a treasure hunt for
children and a second
hand book stall, and
plants and cakes to buy.

Cherishing
churchyards
The management of
churchyards goes beyond just
the length of the grass. It
involves the social,
environmental and geological
aspects which will be unique
to each locality.

To help those who know a
bit more, a workshop has been
organised for Saturday 3
October at Wye Church in
partnership with Kent Wildlife
Trust.  The day will run from
9.30am until 2pm and will
include talks on bats, lichens,
grassland management, rules
and regulations   and how to
explore, study and interpret
your churchyard.

The cost will be £10.  To
book your place, contact

Kent church to host
unique icon exhibition
An ancient KentAn ancient KentAn ancient KentAn ancient KentAn ancient Kent
church will host achurch will host achurch will host achurch will host achurch will host a
unique iconunique iconunique iconunique iconunique icon
exhibition in Octoberexhibition in Octoberexhibition in Octoberexhibition in Octoberexhibition in October
with works fromwith works fromwith works fromwith works fromwith works from
artists across theartists across theartists across theartists across theartists across the
world.world.world.world.world.

The exhibition entitled
‘Divine Dimensions’ is being
organised by Kent artist Ann
Welch (below), a student of
iconography who created the

Dedication Icon of Rochester
Cathedral.

During the exhibition the
800 year old Anglican Church
of St Peter’s at Oare, near
Faversham will be transformed
by the temporary construction
of an ‘Icon Screen’ to give the
impression of an ‘Iconostasis’,
a central feature of all
Orthodox churches which
separates the sanctuary from
the nave and represents the
place where heaven and earth
meet. The exhibition runs
from 17 October to 1
November and forms part of
the Canterbury Festival of
Arts.

Icons (from the Greek
eikon, meaning image) are
pictures of Christ, the Virgin
Mary, angels, saints, and
events of sacred history, used
since before the fifth century
as an aid to devotion,
particularly in the Greek and
Russian Orthodox churches.

Ann hopes the exhibition in
Oare will shine light on the

glory of icons: “Icons can help
us know ‘an unknowable God’”
she said.

Contemporary icons from
artists across the world will be
exhibited including works by
Russian artist Sergei Taracyan,
Bulgarian Sylvia Dimitrova
and Polish-American Marek
Czarnecki whose icon was
recently chosen to represent

Pope Benedict’s ‘Year
of the Priest’. Other
artists who have
contributed to the
exhibition include: Dr
Stéphane René, the
world’s leading
exponent of neo-
Coptic iconography
and Aidan Hart whose
frescoes adorn Prince

Charles’s
chapel at
Highgrove.
Many of the icons
will be available to
purchase.

Parish priest the
Rev Carolin
Clapperton said ‘We
hope that through
art and music,
people of all faiths
and none will come
to St Peter’s and
find a place of peace,
a place for prayer
and quiet reflection
and that the
exhibition “Divine

Dimensions” will indeed lead
people into a sense of the
divine.’

A series of supporting events
has also been arranged
including Eastern Orthodox
Vespers, Gregorian Vespers, a
Choral Evensong, a concert
with readings of poetry, and an
illustrated lecture.

Details of the exhibition and
supporting events are available
on www.iconsatoare.org
Further information can be
found at:
www.canterburyfestival.co.uk

Marek Czarnecki’s Our Lady of the
Sign - The Star of Evangelization

Dr Stéphane René
- Flight into Egypt

Petham
Cherishing
Churchyards Day
Saturday, 20 June, saw the
culmination of nine months
research by students on a
course run by the Petham
Branch of the Workers’
Educational Association.

Participants had been
guided by tutor, Sue Owen, to
map their churchyards and
research the social history of
those buried there, as well as
looking at the natural history
of the churchyards.

Their findings, covering ten
East Kent churchyards, were
the focus of a “Cherishing
Your Churchyard Day” in All
Saints Church, Petham,
coinciding with a national

Faith in the Countryside

“Cherishing Churchyards”
week.   During the day, over
200 people visited the
exhibition.

A Church Quiz, brass and
stone rubbing and a Children’s
Churchyard Trail encouraged
visitors to explore the church
and churchyard.  Beer, wine
and cider were on sale,

reviving the ancient tradition
of “Church Ales”,  brewed by
the churchwardens and sold at
fairs in the churchyard to
provide revenue for the
church.

The day closed,
appropriately, with Gray’s
“Elegy Written in a Country
Churchyard”, read by Trevor
Conway.

Caroline Pinchbeck (Diocesan
Rural Adviser) at
caroline@churchinsociety.org
or  01795 890487

Rural
Practitioners’
Group
The next meeting on Thursday
24 September will visit the
churches and people of
Smallhythe and Tenterden.
The day starts at 10am with
coffee, lunch will be available,
and the meeting is usually
finished by 3pm.

The Rural Practitioners’
Group is open to all who
interested and working in
rural ministry.

For more information
contact Caroline Pinchbeck  as
above.


